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 Winter in Japan’s Snow Country

3'39"

Thanks to Japan’s complex geography and climate, the winter season here offers many sights found nowhere else. This video introduces three highlights of the Japanese winter: Niseko, famous among skiers for the world’s finest powder snow and its superb hot springs; Mount Zao, where the ski slopes are topped by a forest that’s frozen by ice-laden winds and coated by snow into a myriad of wonderful shapes; and Jigokudani Onsen, a mountain hot spring resort where the bathers are monkeys and humans may only watch.  

Tree Surgeons at Work
3'53"

Japan has one of the world’s strongest traditions of communities caring for their surrounding nature. This is especially true for old trees, partly due to an ancient belief that nature gods reside in certain vigorous long-lived trees. As a result, everywhere you go in Japan you can find magnificent specimens, many over 1,000 years old. Today, these traditions are being given a modern technological boost by tree surgeons, who complement their human skills with the latest equipment for diagnosing and treating elderly or diseased trees.

Robot, a remarkable companion 

3'35"

Japan leads the world in the development and use of robots, especially humanoid robots. Recent advances in this field promise to revolutionize the way society works, as we begin to see the use of robots expanding from the factory floor into almost every aspect of our lives. Some of the most exciting developments are in nursing and welfare, and of these the most promising is a robot known as RI-MAN. This humanoid nursing aide is able to use its whole body to pick up and carry patients, using pressure sensors on its surface to ensure that its touch is always gentle as well as strong. 

World’s Biggest Comic Convention
3'49"

Comic Market, known to fans as Comiket, is the world’s largest comic convention, a 3-day event that attracts a huge crowd of over 500,000 visitors. Held twice a year since 1975, Comiket was created as a place for Japan’s countless amateur manga comic book writers and artists to sell and promote their privately produced fanzines known as doujinshi. Also providing a space for cosplayers to act out their costumed homage to anime and manga characters, Comiket continues to play a major role in promoting this Japanese pop culture that now has fans all around the globe. 
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Winter in Japan’s Snow Country

3'39"
01 (Snow exterior)

Japan’s complex geography gives the country an amazing variety of climate and scenery. 

Winter, especially, has many attractions found nowhere else.

02 (Street scene with snowboarders)

This is the world-renowned ski resort of Niseko, located in the northern island of Hokkaido.

03 (Snowboarder and bus)

When the season starts in December, winter sports fans from all over the world converge on this resort.

04 (Interviews - skiers)

[1-M] “From Australia – Sydney.”
[2-F] “I come from Sweden.”
05 (Ski slope)

What brings skiers halfway round the globe to Niseko? More snow falls here than almost anywhere else, producing the world’s finest powder snow. No other ski resort can begin to compare with Niseko for the quality of its powder, and it attracts skiers from every country. 

06 (Couple walking on snowy street)

Its growing numbers of overseas fans have made Niseko into one of Japan’s major winter attractions. 

07 (Door with English sign)

There’s a very international feel to Niseko, with signs throughout the resort in both English and Japanese.

The warm welcome for overseas skiers includes special care for their comfort and safety. At the Safety Information Center a full-time British staff member works with the local tourist association to provide any help that visitors might need.

08 (Onsen)

Visitors from abroad quickly learn that Niseko is famous for more than snow – the resort also boasts some of Hokkaido’s best hot springs.

09 (Ski slope)

A little further south, in Yamagata, is the Zao Onsen ski resort.

Mount Zao is one of the few places in the world where you can see these strange frozen trees.

10 (Close up of iced tree - telop)

The mountain’s white fir trees become heavily coated with ice particles borne on strong winter winds from Siberia. A number of natural phenomena must combine to produce this curious and beautiful effect.

11 (Night light-up)

From February to March, night illuminations create a fantastic world of bizarre and wonderful shapes.

12 (Long shot of onsen with steam)

Our final visit is to Jigokudani onsen, the “hell valley hot springs” of the Shiga Kogen highlands.

But there’s something different about this hot spring. These bathers aren’t human.

Each winter, families of Japanese macaque monkeys spend their days lazing in the warmth of these volcanic pools. Human visitors may look, but only monkeys are allowed to bathe here.

13 (Photographers)

These snow monkeys now have fans worldwide - the Internet is full of their photos, and even live video.

14 (Monkey face)

Winter in Japan – an endless variety of things to see.
Tree Surgeons at Work

3'53"
01 (Tree)

I am a Japanese nutmeg tree.

I’ve lived for over 650 years, and I’m an official Natural Monument here in Ibaraki.

I’m 20 meters tall, with a trunk that’s more than six meters round.

02 (Pan L along dying branch)

I’ve had a long life, but recently some of my top branches have started to wither and die. I’m not as healthy as I used to be.

03 (1968 photo)

Just 40 years ago, I was so much more vigorous and good looking.

04 (Tilt down to digger)

These people digging up my roots to check their condition are tree surgeons, backed by a team of landscape gardeners and forestry experts.

05 (Trunk – man walks to L)

Tree surgeons care for everything from famous natural monuments like myself to the trees that line your city streets. They’re our doctors – diagnosing and treating our illnesses, keeping us healthy and protecting us from disease.

06 (Yuji Kawabe)

This is Yuji Kawabe. He’s my personal tree surgeon.

07 (Interview - M)

“The reason these branches are withering isn’t in the upper part – it lies underground. It’s caused by rot in the tree’s roots. We are now checking the roots to find the extent of the problem. Then we’ll begin treatment to restore the tree to its former health.”

08 (Digger)

As a result of their diagnosis, they first cut away my unnecessary roots.

They injected air into the ground to help my roots breathe.

And then they changed the soil around my base.

That completed the treatment this time.

09 (Tilt up – man in tree)

A sick tree can’t talk to its doctor, so tree surgeons must rely on close observation, touch and even sound to make their diagnosis. This takes a lot of experience and sensitivity.

10 (Pan R – full trees)

Developments in technology have changed human medicine, and new technology is also making it easier to treat sick trees.

11 (Drill enters trunk)

For example, this is a resistograph. A thin needle drilled through my trunk allows them to check for internal damage. 

12 (3 men around machine)

With new instruments that use gamma rays, tree surgeons can make internal examinations without physically disturbing the tree at all. 

13 (2 men at base of tree)

Diagnosis and treatment are more effective now that tree surgeons have scientific data to assist their experience and trained senses.

14 (1,000 yr old sakura)

Thanks to the work of tree surgeons, many old trees like me have been given a new lease of life.

15 (Jinja entrance)

Since ancient times, the Japanese have venerated long-lived trees, believing them to be inhabited by nature gods.

16 (Men sitting at base of tree)

Local communities in Japan have a strong tradition of caring for their old trees, preserving them for future generations.

Tree surgeons are leading the way to develop better methods to protect this natural legacy.

Robot, a remarkable companion
3'35"
01 (Map)

Japan is the world’s greatest user of robots, and the country most active in robot research and development.

Robots were an enormous factor in the growth of Japan’s manufacturing industry, and in recent years the use of robots has been spreading from the factory floor into all walks of life.

02 (Guinness Book plaque)

For example, there are now two-legged humanoid robots capable of dancing and kicking balls.

Robots can prepare meals for us.

They can clean office floors.

There are robot security guards, and robots that provide video and audio guidance or advertising publicity in places like shopping malls.

03 (Man’s face in profile, small monitor)

Robots are not restricted to manufacturing, office and commercial facilities.

New robots now appearing are designed for roles in disaster relief, medical treatment and nursing.

04 (Red crawler descending stair)

For example, this robot will search for survivors of earthquakes or other disasters.

05 (Man in wheelchair)

This robot turns the pages of a book for someone unable to use their hands.

06 (Dentist training)

Humanoid robots provide realistic training for student dentists.

Other robots help people to walk.

07 (Opening magazine)

Now there’s a robot able to lift people and carry them as gently as any human nurse or caregiver.

Its name is RI-MAN.

This is a remarkable achievement – as the first ever robot that can freely use its whole body to do physical tasks, RI-MAN promises to revolutionize the worlds of welfare and nursing.

08 (Close up of robot face)

RI-MAN has seeing and hearing functions. When it hears a voice command, it searches for the person giving it. It can also recognize voices and identify the person speaking.

09 (TELOP)

- Hello

- Pleased to meet you

- I’m RI-MAN

10 (Man presses robot arm)

RI-MAN’s body and arms contain sensors to detect the exact position and pressure of anything it touches. This information is used to precisely control the robot’s actions.

11 (TELOP)

- Pick her up, please
- OK

12 (Picture in picture)

Trial and error through repeated computer simulations taught RI-MAN how to safely pick up and hold a human patient.

13 (Picking up doll)

This robot has enormous potential – in future it could replace many of the demanding physical tasks now done by human nursing aides.

14 (Multi-screens on black)

Robots will soon play major roles in nursing, welfare and medical treatment.

These caring, intelligent machines will be there to offer help and support in many aspects of our daily lives. And robots from Japan will be leading this gentle revolution.

World’s Biggest Comic Convention
3'49"
01 (Manga)

Endless piles of manga comic books, as far as the eye can see.

This is the world’s largest comic convention, a huge event that draws over 500,000 visitors.

They come to buy these comic books and magazines, all privately produced by amateur writers and fan groups.

The vast size of this event shows the energy and scale of the world of manga, Japan’s unique version of the comic book and an aspect of Japanese pop culture that now has a large international following.

02 (Exterior – Big Sight)

Comic Market, known to fans as Comiket, is held twice a year, in winter and summer. 

This is the 73rd Comiket.
03 (Old B/W photos)

It all started in 1975.

Young writers, unsatisfied with commercial manga, were privately publishing their own comics in fan magazines known as dojinshi.

Comiket began as a place for them to display and sell their works.

04 (Return to color video)

At 10 am, the doors open and manga fans begin the search for their favorite magazines.

05 (Interview - M)

“I’m from Niigata. I traveled here straight from work last night, and I’m still rather dizzy from lack of sleep.”

06 (Interview - M)

“I think it’s very interesting. This is an event where you can buy exactly the kind of manga you like, and meet with people who share the same tastes.”

07 (Interview - M)

“I do work for Anime Boston in the United States and I’ve attended conventions in Europe. Comiket is much bigger and there’s a lot more that goes on there.”

08 (Hall interior)

Groups that sell their manga here are known as “circles.”

During the three-day event, a staggering total of over 35,000 circles take part.

They sell about 100,000 different kinds of manga.

For the circles, Comiket provides the best chance to publicize and sell their productions.

09 (Interview - F)

“Obviously, we want to show our work to as many fans as possible. There are other events, but Comiket is by far the biggest. It lets us reach the largest audience.”

10 (Interview - F)

“What I enjoy about this event is how it lets us get to know new people and talk about the magazines we’ve produced.” 

11 (Hall interior)

For over 30 years, Comiket has been bringing together amateur comic book creators and their readers.

It’s been a major influence on the growth of the manga pop-culture that is now sweeping the world.

12 (Interview - M)

 “This so-called Otaku culture has now spread to many other countries, so we’re getting lots of overseas visitors. The great thing about Comiket is that everyone - event staff, circle members and visitors – is here because they love manga. This is an event by and for manga fans.”

13 (Exterior)

People come to Comiket for another reason too.

It’s called Cosplay.

A major attraction is the sight of fans dressed up in home-made costumes as their favorite manga, anime or video game characters.

14 (Interview - F)

“I do it to show how much I love this character.”

15 (Interview - M)

“It’s just a great feeling, to transform myself into this character.
Really!”

16 (Two blondes)

Comiket is far more than a place to buy and sell comics.

This is a grass-roots event that brings together fans and amateur creators of manga pop-culture to have fun, make new friends, and to share their visions for the future.
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Winter in Japan’s Snow Country
Niseko Hirafu Safety Center
190 Yamada, Kutchan, Abuta-gun, Hokkaido 048-151, Japan
TEL: +81-136-22-5878
http://www.niseko.co.jp/
Niseko Mt. Resort Grand Hirafu

204 Yamada, Kutchan, Abuta-gun, Hokkaido 048-151,Japan
TEL: +81-136-22-0113  FAX: +81-0136-22-1201　

http://www.grand-hirafu.jp/
Jigokudani Yaen-Koen

6845 Yamanouchi-machi, Shimotakai-gun, Nagano 381-0401, Japan 
TEL: +81-269-33-4379  FAX: +81-269-33-8521
http://www.jigokudani-yaenkoen.co.jp/frameset.html
Tree Surgeons at Work
Fuji-Ueki Ltd.

4-1-9 Kudanminami, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0074, Japan

TEL: +81-3-3265-6736  FAX: +81-3-3265-4179

http://www.fujiueki.co.jp/
Ecol Ltd.
Takanawakaisei Bldg. 3-4-1 Takanawa, Minato-ku, Tokyo108-0074, Japan

TEL: +81-3-5791-2901  FAX: +81-3-5791-2902　

http://www.ecol.biz/
Forestry and Forest Products Research Institute
1 Matsunosato, Tsukuba, Ibaraki 305-8687, Japan
TEL: +81-29-873-3211  FAX: +81-29-874-3720
http://www.ffpri.affrc.go.jp/
Lifelong Study Section, Education Dept., Kitaura Building, Namegata City Hall
2564-10 Yamada, Namekata-shi, Ibaraki 311-1792, Japan

TEL: +81-299-72-0811
http://www.city.namegata.ibaraki.jp/
Robot, a remarkable companion
RIKEN Bio-Mimetic Control Research Center
2271-130 Anagahora, Shimoshidami, Moriyama-ku, Nagoya, Aichi 463-0003, Japan
TEL: +81-52-736-5866
http://www.riken.jp/
World’s Biggest Comic Convention
Comic Market Preparatory Committee

General Delivery, Ikenoue Post Office, 2-42-11 Daizawa, Setagaya-ku, Tokyo 155-0032, Japan
http://tokyo.cool.ne.jp/kinmoo/official_log/comiket.htm
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