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Japan Video Topics 2008-1                                                     English Summary

Toyako – Scenic Site of G8 Summit 
3'32"
The scenic resort of Toyako, in Japan’s northern island of Hokkaido, will be the site for the next G8 Summit. World leaders will discuss issues including the global environment in this area of great natural beauty, with its crater lake, forested mountains and nearby sea coast, that is also a fine example of sensitively adapting sports and leisure facilities into the environment. Facilities constructed for the Summit will include advanced environmental technology such as a snow cooling system.

“Eco” – The New Brand Image 
                                                                                                             3'38"
Companies today are investing in recycling and reuse systems not just because it makes economic and ethical sense, but also because it appeals to consumers and enhances their brand image. In two examples, a chain store network saw it was wasteful to just discard unsold food items and is testing a program to reprocess them into food for pigs who will eventually provide meat for the store’s own eco brand of pork. And a major brewing company is pioneering systems for reprocessing beer by-products into cow feed, as well as recycling almost all items used at the brewery. 

New Year’s Friendly Demons 
                                                                                                                     3'25"

Unique to the Oga peninsula in Akita, the custom of namahage is at least 900 years old. Each New Year’s Eve, villagers dress in grotesque masks and straw costumes to represent the namahage, demon messengers from the mountain gods. Uttering wild cries, the demons visit each home in turn to scold its children for being lazy or misbehaving. After this duty is over, food and sake bring out the demons’ friendly side, and they bless the home and promise to protect it for the coming year. 

The Miniature World of Omake  

3'50"

It’s a traditional aspect of the Japanese character to enjoy the skilful creation of miniature worlds, and we see this again today in the omake boom. From their origin as small toys included in packets of candy to promote sales, omake are now a large business in Japan that may follow other Japanese subcultures like anime and manga and spread in popularity worldwide. Produced for a limited period, omake recreate entire detailed worlds with anything from cartoon characters to wild animals, food and home appliances, and have a large following of collectors. 

Japan Video Topics  2008-1 English
Toyako – Scenic Site of G8 Summit
                                                                                                                3'32"

01 (Landscape)

Hokkaido, Japan’s most northerly island, is famed for its magnificent scenery, which includes World Heritage sites such as the Shiretoko Peninsula and the Kushiro Shitsugen wetlands.

02 (Purple flowers)

The coming G8 Hokkaido Toyako Summit will be held in the heart of this beautiful landscape. One of the major themes of this summit will be the global environment.

03 (Lake)

Toyako Town, the summit site, is one of Hokkaido’s best-known tourist areas. Over four million visitors each year come to enjoy its lake, mountains and seacoast.

04 (Pan L over landscape)

Lake Toyako is a crater lake, formed by a volcanic eruption 100,000 years ago. As well as a hot spring resort, lakeside walks and sculpture park, visitors can climb up to the still steaming mouth of the volcano. This beautiful lake and its surrounding mountains offer a wealth of outdoor pursuits, from horse trekking to canoeing.

05 (Island in lake)

Nakajima Island was created by volcanic activity about 50,000 years ago. 

Tour boats carry visitors across the lake to the island where, on a stroll through its tranquil woods, you’ll likely meet some of the native deer.

06 (Building exterior)

It is in the heart of this beautiful countryside that the G8 Summit will be held. The world leaders will stay and hold their meetings at this hotel, set on top of a 600-meter hill with splendid views over the lake and the nearby sea.

07 (Hill & Facilities)

One of the major issues this G8 Summit will be tackling is the world environment.

The Summit site itself provides a good example of environmentally sound use of resources. The International Media Center will be air conditioned by an advanced snow cooling system. This works by collecting the region’s plentiful winter snow and storing it underground, to be used for cooling in the heat of July.

08 (Pan R over fields)

Hokkaido, with its pure air and water, magnificent scenery and wildlife, is blessed with one of the world’s most beautiful natural environments. 

And its Toyako resort area is a fine example of careful environmental management of natural resources - a fitting site for a world summit focused on environmental issues.
“Eco” – The New Brand Image

                                                                                                                3'38"

01 (Store interior)

The shelves are stacked with a vast array of appetizing meals and snacks.

But each day, stores must dispose of large numbers of unsold perishable items.

By law, all food products have “sell by” and “best eaten by” dates, and to ensure heath safety, stores apply their own, even stricter, time limits for product shelf life.

02 (Truck moving)

So what happens to all these discarded products?

One nationwide chain store network is currently working with recycling companies to develop more ecological ways to dispose of unsold food.

03 (Interview – M – store manager)

“We’re trying out a system for converting our unsold food products into feed for pig farms. Until recently, all this waste was simply incinerated, but now we see it as a useful resource that can be recycled.”

04 (Waste)

This plant first separates the food from its packaging, dries it to remove the water and oil content, and then processes it into pig feed.

The feed is supplied to contracted farmers, who mix it with other ingredients to feed their pigs.

The ultimate plan is to complete the cycle, with stores selling meat from pigs raised on unsold food products recycled from their own shelves.

05 (Interview – M – store manager)

“We believe we have a duty to ensure that all the products that we sell, including cans, bottles and plastics, as well as foods, are treated as practical resources and recycled.”

06 (Brewery exterior)

Over ten years ago, this leading Japanese brewer set itself the goal of eliminating waste by recycling 100 percent of the by-products of its beer manufacturing process.

07 (Barley)

The ingredient of beer that creates the most by-products is barley. 

08 (Interview – M – starts from view of his hands)

“This is what’s left of the barley after fermentation. We extract the remaining water, bag it and supply it to beef farmers as feed for their cows.”

09 (Feed in bag)

Previously, this valuable food resource was simply buried as landfill.

Today it is used as a high nutrition cow feed.

10 (Interview - M)

“We also collect used aluminum beer cans, compress them into blocks and send them to a metal reprocessing plant. Some of the aluminum recovered in this way is used to make our new beer cans.”

11 (Cardboard)

Almost everything used in this brewery is recycled. Each section sorts its used items into separate bins to be picked up by trucks and taken to a central recycling collection point.

12 (Interview - M)

“Looking to the future, we are committed to finding new and better ways to reuse and recycle these resources produced during our manufacturing processes.”

13 (Sky)

More and more Japanese companies are applying their skills, imagination and efforts to helping the environment.

Having an “Eco brand” now gives a boost to any company’s image.

New Year’s Friendly Demons

                                                                                                                       3'25"

01 (Snow scene)

Wild alien figures uttering strange cries break into a family home.

These are namahage, demon messengers from the mountain gods.

02 (Sea scene)

Namahage is an old folk custom of the Oga Peninsula in Akita, in the Tohoku region.

03 (Forest)

The demons appear once a year, on New Year’s Eve.

04 (Men getting dressed)

The namahage are acted by the village men, their bodies completely hidden by home-made straw costumes and grotesque masks.

After a glass of sacred sake and a ritual Shinto prayer, the men put on their masks. 

Possessed by the spirits of the mountain gods, they are now transformed into namahage demons.

05 (Exterior - street)

Each New Year’s Eve, the demons descend from their mountain and visit village homes to scold the children for being lazy or misbehaving.
Each family offers food and sake to appease the visiting demons.

After warning the children to be good, the namahage promise to protect the home and bring it good fortune for the coming year.

06 (Namahage exhibit)

The custom of namahage was designated an important intangible folk cultural property in 1978. It’s an old and quite famous tradition, but no-one knows when or why it began.

07 (Stone steps)

Shinzan Shrine standing on the local mountain, has always been connected with the namahage legend.

08 (Interview – M Shinto priest)

“There are many oral traditions, but we have no definite knowledge about the origins of the custom. The oldest written record we still possess dates to about 900 years ago. In it there is a mention of the name namahage when referring to demon messengers from the mountain gods.”

09 (Exterior with namahage)

The old custom continues to evolve, but the people of this region welcome their friendly demon visitors with an unchanging respect and affection.

10 (Zoom back from table)

In Oga, the coming of the wild namahage still marks the start of each new year.

The Miniature World of Omake
                                                                                                                   3'50"

01 (Spaghetti model)

Why would anyone make a model plate of spaghetti, just three centimeters across?

It’s an omake, a type of promotional gift included in product packages.

The first omake were tiny toys given away in packets of candy. 

From replica cars to home appliances, today’s omake designers create entire worlds in miniature. 

02 (Building ext.)

Many omake designs originate from this small company of just 39 employees.

To date, they have produced over one thousand different designs.

Their most popular series is based on items used in daily life.

03 (Interview – M manufacturer)

“The biggest fans of our products are women, perhaps accounting for 80 to 90 percent and aged between 20 and 50.

I think these nostalgic items from the past remind us of playing house as children.

Even when we’re grown up, we all enjoy looking at things that bring back happy memories of when we were small.”

04 (Office/workshop)

So how are the omake made to look so realistic?

First, the designer carves the shape in modeling clay.

This is a job requiring considerable artistic skill.

05 (Cup of silicon)

Next, the clay model is used to make a silicon mold.

Polyethylene is poured into the mold, and the result is dried and painted.

This sample will be sent, together with its mold, to the factory. 

06 (Interview – F designer)

“We work very hard on the details – we try to make our omake more real than the real thing.”

07 (Hand holding omake)

The factory mass produces the omake and packages them with products for delivery to the shops.

08 (Couple in shop)

This Tokyo specialist store handles nothing but omake.

These days, omake are included with many products, but each design is only produced for a limited period. Popular items soon sell out, so shops like this allow fans to complete their collections by trading their omake.

09 (Interview – F shop assistant)

“These days, omake are really beautifully designed and made. I think that’s a big reason they are so popular with so many people.”

10 (Anime characters)

From anime characters to realistic animals, the omake world has taken on a life of its own. Fans appreciate the skill and creativity in these tiny objects.

11 (Interview – M customer)

“I mostly collect miniature anime characters. It’s always a thrill when I find a new one.”

12 (Various omake)

Popular with tourists as souvenirs, the omake boom is spreading overseas too.

13 (Interview – M overseas customer)

“Many omake are made only for the Japanese market – that’s why I come here.”

14 (Interview – M manufacturer)

“We really feel we have a duty to our customers to keep the quality of our omake high and to continue to produce interesting designs. I think you could say that this is our biggest motivation.”

15 (Woman painting omake)

After anime and manga, will omake be Japanese pop culture’s next big world hit?

Perfectly detailed worlds in miniature – where else but in Japan, with its long history of delight and skill in creating beauty on a tiny scale? 
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Toyako – Scenic Site of G8 Summit
Toya Guide Center

402 Toya-machi, Toyako-cho, Abuta-gun, Hokkaido 049-5602 Japan
TEL: +81-142-82-5002  FAX: +81-142-87-2421

http://www.toya-guide.com/
The Windsor Hotel Toya Resort & Spa

Shimizu, Toyakocho, Abuta-gun, Hokkaido 049-5722 Japan

TEL: +81-120-290-500 

http://www.windsor-hotels.co.jp
Lake Toya Ranch

44 Tsukiura Toyakocho, Abuta-gun, Hokkaido 049-5723 Japan

TEL: +81-142-73-2455 FAX: +81-142-73-2323

　http://www.dioce.co.jp/haruka/
Rusutsu Resort Hotel & Convention
13, Aza Izumikawa, Rusutsu-mura, Abuta-gun, Hokkaido 048-1711 Japan

TEL: +81-136-46-3331  FAX: +81-136-46-3229 

　http://www.rusutsu.co.jp/winter/
“Eco” – The New Brand Image
Kirin Brewery Company Limited
1-17-1 Namamugi, Turumi-ku, Yokohama, Kanagawa 230-8628 Japan
TEL: +81-45-503-8255 

　http://www.kirin.co.jp/about/brewery/factory/yoko/index.html
Ministop Yokohama Chinatown Store (Ministop Co., Ltd.)

Port Villa Motomachi, 112-4 Yamashitacho, Naka-ku, Yokohama 231-0023 Japan
TEL: +81-45-211-1168
Fujisawa Recycle Center

1731-1 Kuzuhara, Fujisawa, Kanagawa 252-0822 Japan

TEL: +81-466-49-4021

New Year’s Friendly Demons
Namahage Museum
Aza-Mizukuisawa, Kitaura Shinzan, Oga, Akita 010-0686 Japan
TEL: +81-185-22-5050  FAX: +81-185-22-5080
http://www.namahage.co.jp/namahagekan/english/
Shinzan Shrine
97 Aza-Mizukuisawa, Kitaura Shinzan, Oga, Akita 010-0685 Japan
TEL: +81-185-33-3033  FAX: +81-185-33-2468

Oga Shinzan Folklore Museum
97 Aza-Mizukuisawa, Kitaura Shinzan, Oga, Akita 010-0685 Japan

TEL: +81-185-33-2468
The Miniature World of Omake
Re-Ment Co., Ltd.

Kojimachi Silk Bldg., 3-5 Kojimachi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0083 Japan
TEL: +81-3-3221-8782  FAX: 81-3-3221-8777

　http://www.re-ment.co.jp/
Two Wave (Rental showcase store)
Nakano Broadway, 5-52-15 Nakano, Nakano-ku, Tokyo 164-0001 Japan 

TEL: +81-3-3389-5657

　http://www.toyswave.com/
Vent Vert (Rental showcase store)
Nakano Broadway, 5-52-15 Nakano-ku, Tokyo 164-0001 Japan

TEL: +81-3-3388-0631  FAX: +81-3-388-0631
　http://www.vent-vert.info/
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