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A new style of lifelong learning in Shibuya
                                                                                                                          3’46”
1 (View over Shibuya)

The Shibuya district of Tokyo is the heart of Japan’s youth culture, and the site of a unique experiment in lifelong learning.

2 (Shibuya crossing)

Shibuya University Network is not actually a university, rather it is a networked learning system designed on the image of a virtual university that freely utilizes the whole of Shibuya as one enormous campus. Classes are held in a huge variety of spaces and facilities made available by local institutions and organizations that constantly change to suit the evolving curriculum. 

3 (Paper cutting at table)

When the network’s founders thought about the future of Japanese education, they realized that Shibuya had an invaluable resource in the many creative and interesting people who live there. 

4 (Pottery class)

If the future direction of education is to become more closely tied to each local community, a vibrant place like Shibuya would make an ideal first experiment.

5 (Students sitting around pots)

This was the inspiration that led to the Shibuya University Network.

6 (Interview – M - Sakyo)

“How should we live our lives as individuals? What’s best for society as a whole? I thought that we could take a community approach to these difficult questions, with many individuals contributing their different insights.”

7 (Interview – F - lecturer)

“The interesting thing about the Shibuya University Network is that, unlike an actual university, it has no buildings – it’s simply a way to link and bring people together.”

8 (Performance)

Lecturers come from all backgrounds – there are movie directors, journalists, musicians and writers.

Shibuya University Network finds people of talent and experience living in Shibuya and links them up with people wanting to study.

Classes cover subjects as different as natural science and pottery making.

9 (Photos of classes)

Regular and special classes take place in a large and ever changing variety of locations all over Shibuya. Students are mostly in their 20s and 30s, although older people are joining in greater numbers. 

People study for many reasons, and some travel from as far as 2 hours away to attend a class. 

10 (Interview – M - student)

“The most interesting thing for me is that classes take me to places I never knew about, such as this center where we are studying today. Shibuya is full of fascinating facilities that I would never have learned about otherwise.”

11 (Students)

In this fresh approach to learning, the difference between teacher and student often disappears. Who is teaching and who is studying? 

The roles are constantly switching.

12 (Interview – M - Sakyo)

“I hope our work will get the world interested in all the new developments in lifelong learning and education that are now taking place here in Shibuya. It’s our goal to make this interesting and fascinating town even more interesting.”

13 (Fire)

Combining the dynamic spirit of a vibrant urban center with the ideals and goals of a university, this new experiment in lifelong learning brings together people from all walks of life.

Started one year ago, the Shibuya University Network now has over 100 lecturers and 5,000 students, and is already inspiring other communities around Japan.

The lake that inspired Tale of Genji
                                                                                                                             3’18”
1 (Torii in lake)

Lake Biwa is Japan’s largest lake.

Formed over four million years ago, it is the third oldest lake in the world, and it holds a special place in the hearts of all Japanese.

2 (Birds on lake)

Lake Biwa is home to many kinds of wildlife and the area is protected under the Ramsar Convention for the preservation of wetlands.

3 (Long shot of torii)

It is said that the beauty of this lake inspired Lady Murasaki Shikibu to begin writing the Tale of Genji.

4 (Scroll painting)

Created almost a thousand years ago, the Tale of Genji is one of the earliest of the world’s novels. It tells the story of Prince Genji and his many love affairs in the splendid court of the Heian emperor.

5 (Noh performer)

The influence of the Tale of Genji is still widely present in modern Japan.

6 (Temple)

Ishiyama Temple stands near Lake Biwa. The landscape here looks much the same as it did when the temple was built, over 1,300 years ago.

7 (Statue)

The legend is that Lady Murasaki was praying at this temple when the beauty of the moon shining on Lake Biwa inspired her to immediately begin work on her great novel.

8 (Open book)

The Tale of Genji has been translated into dozens of languages. It is regarded as one of the world’s great works of literature and is a jewel of Japan’s cultural heritage.

9 (Speaker at podium)

2008 will mark the one thousandth anniversary of the Tale of Genji, and events are already being held around the nation.

10 (Scroll painting)

The Tale of Genji is a story that still speaks to us today, an eternal tale of the joys and sorrows of romantic love. This is a universal theme that people all over the world can relate to in their own lives.

11 (Scroll painting of Murasaki)

The lake that inspired Lady Murasaki remains as beautiful as ever today, a sight that can still move and inspire our hearts.

Why is Japanese fruit so delicious?
                                                                                                                               3’23”
1 (Fruit)

Thanks to their taste and quality, Japanese fruits are increasingly popular abroad.

2 (Logistica entrance)

Japanese exporters at Asia Fruits Logistica in Bangkok received more orders than ever this year.

3 (Apple orchard)

Apples are Japan’s best known fruit export. November is peak apple season in Aomori, where half of Japan’s apples are grown.

4 (Apples with mountain behind)

The Katayama Ringo apple orchards are located in Hirosaki City, Aomori, about 500 kilometers north of Tokyo. 

European regulations are the world’s strictest and Katayama Ringo is currently the only Japanese producer certified as meeting them.

5 (Interview – M – starts VO with apple on screen)

“The most delicious apples should have a soft stalk, a good balance of acidity, sugar and water content, and be crunchy when bitten. They will be nicely rounded with a deep red color, and when you cut them in half, you can see the sweetness oozing out.

A soft stalk means a good apple. Pruning also helps develop the flavor. And then there is all the care we take during the growing period. We use only organic fertilizer.”

6 (Man in orchard)

A single tree can produce between 1,500 and 3,000 apples. Growing fine apples is a labor intensive process – each apple is turned by hand to ensure uniform sweetness and color.

7 (Reflective sheets)

Reflective sheets are laid under the trees to direct sunlight onto the underside of the fruits. This improves color, helps the apples ripen and increases sugar content.

8 (Paper bags)

Another technique is to grow the apples inside paper bags. This gives the fruits a much brighter color, and protects them from weather, insects and disease. Export apples are mostly grown in bags.

9 (Woman holding apple)

Giant apples like this were developed for the export market and are very popular in Asia. They’re not just big and beautiful, they also taste excellent. Great skill is required to cultivate such fruits.

10 (Interview – M – start VO from apples on table)

“People are first attracted by the beauty of these big apples, and then they discover how good they taste. Export orders are booming, thanks to their size and outstanding taste.”

11 (Plant interior)

Asian countries in particular are now buying large quantities of apples from Japan.

12 (Interview – M – starts VO when conveyor goes from bottom to top of screen)

“It takes a lot of time and labor to produce apples the Japanese way. But the result looks great and tastes wonderful. I hope more people abroad will try our apples.”

13 (Picking apples)

Apples and other Japanese produced fruits have a very high reputation around the world.

14 (Woman’s gloves)

It’s a reputation earned by the hard work and skill of the growers.

Clear as glass, but so much stronger
                                                                                                                               3’48”
1 (Fish)

You’re right there, swimming in the sea alongside the fish. That’s the impression produced by the latest large aquarium tanks, made not of glass, but of acrylic plastic.

2 (Zoom out - people in front of tank)

The Kuroshio Sea Tank in Okinawa Churaumi Aquarium is the world’s largest fish tank, listed in the Guinness Book of Records. How did the manufacturer achieve the required transparency and strength for this enormous 22.5 by 8.2 meter panel?

3 (Plant entrance)

At its plant in Kagawa, the Nippura Company manufactures the world’s largest acrylic panels. Nippura’s special panels for aquarium tanks account for over 70 percent of the world market, and are used in 40 countries.

4 (Aquarium visitors)

The strength of glass limits its use for aquarium tanks to a maximum size of 6 meters by 2.8 meters.

Technology developed by Nippura to strengthen acrylic panels now allows much larger sizes, while ensuring transparency similar to glass.

5 (Interview - M)

“We take 40-millimeter thick plates of acrylic and bond them together. Adding layers in this way we can produce panels 200- or even 500-millimeters thick, all with the same uniform strength.”

6 (Plastic jug)

This manufacturing process is made possible by a special adhesive developed by Nippura. 

7 (Pan L over panel)

First, 40-millimeter thick acrylic plates are cut to size and ground by a diamond polisher to ensure surface flatness and improve transparency. Next, the plates are stacked in layers, and adhesive is inserted between them. The special quality of this adhesive is that it doesn’t reduce transparency, even with many layers. This 160-millimeter panel is four plates bonded together. Despite its thickness, it’s clear as glass.

8 (Interview - M)

“For maximum transparency, all layers should have the same molecular structure. We developed an adhesive with a composition very similar to acrylic. Adhesive and acrylic layers have the same refractive index, so the finished panel is extremely clear and transparent.”

9 (Construction work)

Panels are fitted together on site to construct the giant tanks. The development of this technology has transformed the world’s aquariums, allowing spectacular exhibits that were never possible before.

10 (Interview - M)

“Our corporate approach is to first look for things no-one has tried before. We had an adhesive that allowed us to make really thick panels with high transparency. Thinking about possible applications, we realized they would be ideal for aquarium tanks. Aquariums then started asking for bigger and bigger panels, and each time we developed the techniques required. Proceeding like this, meeting one special order at a time, allows us to create unique products. We find it a useful approach.”

11 (Aquarium)

Small, specialized companies like Nippura, following a dream to develop unique technologies, gain worldwide respect for Japanese products.
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A new style of lifelong learning in Shibuya     3'46"

Tokyo’s Shibuya is known as a center of youth culture and the focus of activity in many creative fields, so it was the natural place for a new experiment in community wide lifelong learning. Shibuya University Network employs innovative approaches to help creative people share their knowledge and experience with students in a constantly growing network of classroom and study spaces contributed by local organizations and companies. Just one year old, this successful experiment is already being copied by other communities.   

The lake that inspired Tale of Genji       3'18"

Lake Biwa is Japan’s largest lake, and the world’s third oldest, formed over 4 million years ago. This beautiful area is a protected habitat for many kinds of wildlife, and it is also the spot where one of the world’s oldest novels was written. Almost one thousand years ago, Lady Murasaki Shikibu was visiting a temple close by Lake Biwa when the beauty of the moon shining on its waters inspired her to begin writing her classic romance, the Tale of Genji.

Why is Japanese fruit so delicious?        3'23"

Japanese fruits are world renowned for their superb quality and taste. What are Japanese growers doing to get such delicious fruit? We look at some of the techniques used to grow some of the world’s finest fruits, focusing on apples as a typical example. Half Japan’s apples are produced in Aomori, and a visit to a major grower and exporter reveals the hard work, delicate care and innovative techniques they use to produce their flawless, delicious apples.

Clear as glass, but so much stronger   3'48"

When a specialist maker of acrylic panels developed a new adhesive, they realized it would allow them to construct single acrylic panels as transparent as glass but many times larger than had ever been possible before. Thinking creatively, they saw that this had great potential for aquarium fish tanks. Orders soon began rolling in from around the world, designers planned ever larger and more amazing tanks, the company evolved its technology in response to each new demand, and today’s spectacular aquariums are the result. 
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